Asian Library Japanese-Language Book Club

R /AN LEHFS

Nemuri by Murakami Haruki

October 25 and November 22, 2016

This book club will be of special interest to Alumni who have studied Japanese at an advanced
level (including reading literature in Japanese), we also welcome current students and
community members with Japanese fluency to form ties with UBC alumni in this casual setting.

The idea is for each book club member to read popular works by Japanese authors in Japanese,
and come together to discuss them in Japanese. In this inaugural session, we will be reading a
selection of Murakami Haruki’s short stories.
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2 Y NEMURI by HARUKI MURAKAMI

One night, a well-to-do Japanese housewife suddenly saw an aged man ceaselessly watering her
feet which she felt were rotting away. From the morning after, her routine life with her husband
and son began to transform. Somehow, her senses were rejuvenated. She began to feel alive—
even though she ‘stopped’ sleeping all the while.

Haruki Murakami is an internationally acclaimed author best known for dissolving boundaries
between the fantastical and real. Yet this short story is rather intimately psychological, while the
surrealistic feel is unquestionably present in the backdrop. Subtle yet penetrating, it infuses
familiar surroundings with a disquieting atmosphere, as if to serve us questions of feminism as
well as life of self-fulfillment.

Accompanied by interpretive illustrations by a German artist Kat Menschik, this short story, #2
£ Y Nemuri (“Sleep”), was revived in 2010, after Murakami himself reworked the original
version published more than twenty years ago. The story must be personally important to the
author as well, for its original was produced out of his struggle as a novelist after the literary
success of Norwegian Wood. With the protagonist’s empathy with Anna Karenina, the
eponymous heroine of Leo Tolstoy’s masterpiece, the author enthralls and unsettles his audience
both domestic and abroad. In this book club session, participants will explore not only the story
itself, but also interplays between the visual and narrative as well as between two different
stories.

Facilitator: Kazuhiko Imai, a MA student in the Department of Asian Studies

Kazuhiko Imai is a MA student in the Department of Asian Studies. He was born and raised in
Japan until he entered a liberal arts college in Southern California, where his love for
Murakami’s works was bloomed. Before beginning his MA program at UBC, he taught high
school English at a Montessori school in Houston, Texas.
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